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What do you think 
when you see the 
following colours?























What is the worst color you can 
come up with? 
What would you call this color?





Colors have cultural, 
emotional and 
biological significance.













REPRESENTING COLOR 
for print





CMYK

Cyan Magenta Yellow Key

The primary colours for 
print are different from the 
primary colours for digital 

screens.



REPRESENTING COLOR 
on screens



RGB

Red Green Blue
0-255 

Decimal
00-FF 

Hexadecimal



CMYK 
subtractive

RGB 
additive
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Hexcodle

A chocolate for 
the best score in 
the next 3 minutes!

https://hexcodle.com/


Hex to Decimal



Can we represent 
color in a human 

friendly (or friendlier) 
way?



Sure!

cyan

magentayellow

green

red

blue

orange rose

springgreen azure

chartreuse violet



These will 
even work in 

Figma!
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Try typing a color name here!



There are a limited number of 
named colours in HTML/CSS. 
These are also supported by Figma.



rebeccapurple







rebeccapurple #663399
Eric A. Meyer is a well known CSS advocate who wrote a number of books 
and made a lot of teaching material around CSS. His daughter Rebecca 
Meyer tragically died of a brain tumor on her sixth birthday. The CSS WG 
proposed adding “beccapurple” to the named colours list in her honor. Meyer 
suggested that it should instead be rebeccapurple.  

“A couple of weeks before she died, Rebecca informed us that she was about 
to be a big girl of six years old, and Becca was a baby name. Once she 
turned six, she wanted everyone (not just me) to call her Rebecca, not Becca.”



What if I want to find a color that is 
like pink, but a bit lighter? 
Lightpink does not exist.



HSL

Hue Saturation Lightness



HSL

Hue Saturation Lightness









OKLAB and OKLCH







Color Schemes for Data

Qualitative Sequential Diverging



When would you use each of 
these color schemes?

Qualitative Sequential Diverging



Color in cartography
• Blue color for the depiction of 

water surfaces. 
• Green color for the depiction of 

vegetation. 
• Brown color for rock surfaces. 
• Yellow color for dry land 

surfaces.



Qualitative Sequential Diverging
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Qualitative Sequential Diverging



David Rumsey Map Collection

https://www.davidrumsey.com/


Old Maps Online

https://www.oldmapsonline.org








Manuṣyaloka (मनषु्यलोक) 
(Cosmological Diagram - The 

World of Mortals.) 

Jain painting, circa 1850 

This large painting consists of a 
map-like rendering of the middle 
world, one of three worlds that 

comprise the Jain universe. Located 
between the celestial realm and the 

lower world of the damned, this 
middle world is where mortals and 
all sentient beings live and is the 

place from which liberation 
becomes possible. 



https://solidlight-inc.com/mapping-visitor-emotions/



Color in cartography
• Blue color for the depiction of water surfaces. 
• Green color for the depiction of vegetation. 
• Brown color for rock surfaces. 
• Yellow color for dry land surfaces. 

All of this is convention though and is not set in stone.



Exercise -  
Style a Map

Gather reference images for 
maps with color schemes that 
you like.  
Extract this to a palette of 
colours. 
Next, we will try and use 
Mapbox to create a map of 
another place in a similiar style.
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